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March 9, 2012

Laurens County Development Corporation
P.O. Box 427
Laurens, SC 29360

Attention: Mr. Marvin Moss SCCED

Reference: Ground Penetrating Radar Services Report
Potential Unmarked Cemetery at Powers South Industrial Site
Laurens County, South Carolina
S&ME Project No. 1616-12-073

Dear Mr. Moss:

S&ME, Inc. (S&ME) has conducted a ground penetrating radar survey at the above
referenced site located in Laurens County, South Carolina. These services were
performed in general accordance with S&ME proposal number 1161-8613-12 dated
February 14, 2012.

PROJECT AND SITE DESCRIPTION

We understand that the Laurens County Development Corporation has been informed that
an old unmarked cemetery may exist at the Powers Industrial Site located in Laurens
County, South Carolina (Figure 1). The estimated extent of the potential cemetery was
purported to be approximately 150 feet by 250 feet. Upon further field investigations
performed by others, the potential cemetery limits were reduced to an approximate 70 feet
by 70 feet area. Laurens County Development Corporation has requested S&ME provide
ground penetrating radar services to determine if potential unmarked graves exist within
the defined boundary at the site. Several slight surficial depressions were also noted prior
to our arrival.

METHODOLOGY AND FIELD TESTING

On February 28, 2012, S&ME completed a ground penetrating radar (GPR) survey within
the proposed cemetery limits to identify the locations of potential unmarked graves. GPR
is a technique that works by transmitting electromagnetic waves into the subsurface and
measuring the time for wave reflections to be received. Reflections occur at contacts
between distinctly different materials (e.g., sand/clay, soil/air, etc.) whereby general
locations of subsurface objects can be determined.
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SITE VICINITY MAP 

POTENTIAL UNMARKED CEMETERY AT POWERS SOUTH INDUSTRIAL SITE 

Laurens County, South Carolina 

REFERENCE: 

• Google Earth Aerial Photograph 
• Dated May 31, 2005 
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GPR TEST LOCATION PLAN 

POTENTIAL UNMARKED CEMETERY AT POWERS SOUTH INDUSTRIAL SITE 

Laurens County, South Carolina 
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EXAMPLE GPR PROFILES – LINES 17, 50, 52 AND 54 

POTENTIAL UNMARKED CEMETERY AT POWERS SOUTH INDUSTRIAL SITE 

Laurens County, South Carolina 

Line 50 Line 52 Line 54 

Line 17 

Example Small Shallow Reflections 


